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The Colonel was profuse in his cordial farewells, and it
seemed they would never have ended had not the train
moved.

Lothair remained upon the platform until it was out of
sight, and then exclaimed, * Is it a dream, or shall I ever
see her again ?'

CHAPTER XXVII.

LOT HAIR reached London late in the afternoon. Among the
notes and cards and letters on his table was a long and
pressing despatch from Mr. Putney Giles awaiting his
judgment and decision on many points.

1 The central inauguration, if I may use the term/ said
Mr. Putney Giles, c is comparatively easy. It is an affair
of expense and of labour, great labour; I may say unre-
mitting labour. But your Lordship will observe the other
points are not mere points of expense and labour. We
have to consult the feelings of several counties where your
Lordship cannot be present, at least certainly not on this
occasion, and yet where an adequate recognition of those
sentiments which ought to exist between the proprietor
and all classes connected with him ought to be secured.
Then Scotland: Scotland is a very difficult business to
manage. It is astonishing how the sentiment lingers in
that country connected with its old independence. I really
am quite surprised at it. One of your Lordship's most
important tenants wrote to me only a few days back, that
great dissatisfaction would prevail among your Lordship's
friends and tenantry in Scotland, if that country oa xJbit
occasion were placed on the same level as a mere English
county. It must be recognised as a kingdom. I almost
think it would be better if we could persuade Lord Oulloden